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6 April 1955 


MEMORANDUM FOR AMBASSADOR COLLINS: 


Jr" J 





1. When I called on de Rougemont and Van Laethem this 
morning , de Rougemont referred to General Ely’s remark 

of last night that he believed sect representatives had 
been summoned to meet with Diem at 1900. de Rougemont 
said that this information was not accurate. It appeared^ 
although he could not vouch for it. that certain sect 
representatives had asked to see Diem. Diem wouldnot re- 
ceive them, but had them received by someone else.. 
According to de Rougemont’ s information, the sect rep- 
resentatives made the following requests of the govern- 
ment, but apparently not in the form of an ultimatum: 

a 0 National Army troop reinforcements brought 
into Saigon since beginning of the present crisis whould 1 
withdrawn. 

b. Some 60 (?) Binh Xuyen recently arrested by the 
government should be freed. 

c. The government should direct no more acts of 
provocation against the sects. 

d. The Binh Xuyen should be allowed to go about 
their business peacefully; otherwise, the blockade of 
Saigon 'would be renewed,, 

2. Bearing in mind the fact that this information 
may be inaccurate^ I suggest.'. that if the sects did make 
any approach to Diem it may have been as a result of the 
telegram they received yesterday from Bao Dai. I be- 
lieve the relatively mild character of these demands 
may be encouraging. 

3o °oth Van Laethem and de Rougemont said they felt 
it quite likely that the sects would not make any formal 
acceptance of a truce extension but would simply fail to 
[take any hostile action against the government* Their 
reasoning. is that both sides have stated conditions which 
/{either side can or will fullfill. Accordingly, face has 
been saved by making demands on the one hand, and failing 
to grant demands on the other* 
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